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Nestcam GrantsAvailableto Public

Virginia Bluebird Societ}"

Schools

VBS was awarded a grant from a private familynidation to promote blue-
bird conservation in schools, particularly throulgh use of nest box cameras.

VBS has completed some preliminary research orcamst and the many ways VBS Officers & Di-
they can be implemented, and even conducted twb gibgrams as described in rectors

Vickie’s article on page 4. At the school in Ddlejithe excitement over the
first bluebird egg captured by the nestcam toueheatyone from the School

Board to the kindergarteners. VBS would like tteexl this excitement to other Predator Attack and

schools by passing on the grant money we recewesdtools that would like to
install nestcams.

Who iseligible? The grant money is available for public school¥irginia.
The person applying on behalf of the school co@ld lbeacher, staff or parent,
but school approval should be secured prior toyapglto VBS.

What doesthegrant cover? The grant can be used for the cost of materials
(nest box, predator guards, camera, etc.),
There are two options. One is to use the
Hawk Eye Nature Cam that VBS has test
With this, VBS will be able to provide the
camera and a nest box specially designe
with a false roof to accommodate the can#
era, while supplies last. The other option| =
would be for a school to propose an alter
tive nestcam. » \&\
How to apply: Apply by mail or email withj \‘L\&
a letter describing your interest in a nestcam

for your school. The nest box will need to havedator guards and be moni-
tored according to VBS protocols during the nestiegson. Tell us where the
box will be located, how the students will be aloleiew the video, who the
lead will be for the project, and how the nestcémihto other conservation ef-
forts at the school. Please include a phone num®ebmit your application to:
Vickie Fuquay avickiefuguay@comcast.ner 222 Oakmont Trail, Danville,
VA 24541

Please share this information with your local sdtloo

Carmen Bisho
P Photo by Vickie Fuquay
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First Eggsin Virginiain 2012

Last year we requested information from our itmes on when the first eggs
appeared; 24 monitors responded last year; this3&eesponded. (See chart be-
low) The first entry in February was for three ggghich were found broken. In-
teresting that the birds were active this early.

Oure-mail addressiis:
vbs@virginiabluebirds.org . . . . i i .
If you have a new e-mail address, or have Our first viable egg this year came from Chdsdler Co. in Varina. The five

recently changed it, please let us knoway et gl eggs in that brood all hatched on March@3ountable record. It is

Carmen Bishop, President
(h) 703-764-9268
e-mail: cjbish@aol.com

Vickie Fuquay, Vice President
(h) 434-822-0930
e-mail: vickiefuquay@comcast.net

Gaile Cooper, Vice President

interesting too that Bluebirds were the first\aetbirds, just like last year.
The Bluebirds will watch the previous year'stigsx all winter and early

spring, and then claim it again by putting in eatiyaw and staying close by to

protect “their” spot again this year. When they thlig, they win out over the
House Wrens, Chickadees, and all others!

(h)l4334-3361@524|8
Al messs e com Virginia’s First Eggs For 2012
Carl Hansen, Treasurer g g g
(h) 540-639-0675 ) )
e-mail: vze4gtfw@verizon.net Date Species County Monitor
Ann Dunn, Secretary 11 - Feb E. Bluebird Botetourt T. Evans
(h) 434-296-3496
e-mail: add7k@cms.mail.virginia.edu| 4 - Mar E. Bluebird Chesterfield J. Kacmarcik
Directors 8 - Mar E. Bluebird Patrick C. Boran
Lexi Meadows, (h) 434-251-4407 | 10 - Mar E. Bluebird Pittsylvania V. Fuquay
e-mail: meadows9@fairpoint.net
paul Davis, (h) 434-361-0141 17 - Mar E. Bluebird Fluvana F. Tyler
au avis, - -
e-mail: davis0138@aol.com 18 - Mar E. Bluebird Prince Wm. C. Hindman
Earl Mﬁi”is (h) 550}776-1510 18 - Mar E. Bluebird Louisa F. Tyler
e-maill: emorris@ntelos.ne:
) 18 - Mar E. Bluebird Pulaski C. Hansen
Cathy Hindman, (h) 703-590-0715
e-mail: samhindman@verizon.net | 18 _ Mar E. Bluebird Roanoke E. Morris
Doug Rogers, (h) 434-973-7634 _ o
e-mail: doug5996@gmail.com 20 - Mar E. Bluebird Rappahannock B. Patterson
Past President 20 - Mar E. Bluebird Fairfax R. Frost
AnneLittle, (h) 540-207-4298 21 - Mar E. Bluebird Fairfax E. Clark
e-mail: thegate@cox.net 21 - Mar E. Bluebird Fairfax L. Martin
State County Coor dinat
ate oty Hoardinator 21 - Mar E. Bluebird Buchanan R. Mayhorn
Barbara Chambers, (h) 703-978-6609 X
e-mail: Barbara.chambers80@gmail.cq 22 - Mar E. Bluebird York L. Ullman
Data Manager 24 - Mar Carolina Chickadee Chesterfield J. Kacmarcik
Charlie Chambers, (h) 703-978-6609 | 27 - Mar Carolina Chickadee Roanoke E. Morris
e-mail: ce.chambers@cox.net
1-Apr Tufted Titmouse Chesterfield J. Kacmarcik
Bird Box Editor
Doug Rogers, (h) 434-973-7634 1-Apr Carolina Chickadee Arlington A.D. Holland
e-mail: doug5996 @gmail.com
1-Apr Tree Swallow Roanoke E. Morris
We welcome your written itemsand art- | 4 - Apr E. Bluebird Fairfax N. Shipman
work (photos and drawings) fdihe Bird
_ Box! 22 - Apr E. Bluebird Fairfax T. Pasec
E-mail your materials to Doug Rogers
27 - Apr House Wren Roanoke E. Morris
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Predator Attack and Victory Celebration

My wife and | enjoy observing Bluebird behaviortla¢ nest box in our backyard.

One morning | was surprised when suddenly a Stadppeared at the nest box. (Photo top-left) | had
my camera with me and decided to take pictures
of the Starling invading the Bluebirds’ nest box.

The Bluebirds knocked the Starling off the nest
box, (Photo top right, below) and a fight on the
ground ensued. The Starling then attacked the nest
box again.

At the beginning of the third attack, | decidedy&
involved and chased the Starling off.

As | started to go download the photos, the Blue
birds began a “happy dance” which | believe wa
wing waving celebration. | had read of this behs
ior but never before witnessed it. The Bluebirds|
waved both wings, waved one wing, stomped th
feet and made short flights around the nest bog.
celebration lasted longer than the attack. (See bg
tom right photo)

Then calm returned to our Bluebirds’ nest box.
The Starling did not return.

When the attack occurred the eggs had probabl
yet hatched because about a month later | photg
graphed a fledgling leaving the nest box for itstfi
flight.

Bill Fox,
foxfinephotograhy, LLC
(804) 338 8989

All Photos by Bill Fox
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Bluebird Conservation: The Legacy Continues

Who will carry on our bluebird conservation effort
when we are no longer able to monitor the boxes?

through the window of the library and hook into the
large screen TV located there. As each classa®tat

How many of us remember a school trip to a museurthrough for time in the library they are able toteta

or zoo that sparked a lifelong love of birds, wiflell art

or even gardening. Personally, | had a grandpafedho

birds and squirrels peanuts from his pocket anaust
who kept a bird journal and could name every bat t
visited her feeder. | also had the misfortune tirg a
bird (Eastern Bluebird) | had never seen befor@séh
experiences turned me into the Bluebird lady | am t
day. After a little research back in the mid 8@dind
out why I had never seen a bluebird, it did noetaie
long to get my first bluebird house up. But whiabat
the next generation coming up? Will they share our
interest in the Bluebird comeback that we have $een
the last 20 — 25 years?

The Virginia Bluebird Society has come up with the
perfect solution! | have always said a picture/@sth a
thousand
words. We
have placed
bluebird
boxes on
school cam-
puses for
years but we
now have
equipped 2
boxes with
cameras in a
pilot program
to spark the interest of boys and girls as theyahte to
watch what goes on inside the nest box.

Grove Park Magnet School here in Danville VA was

one school chosen to be a pilot because they had-an

tive Bluebird trail in place at the school. Latéstwin-
ter we replaced an existing Bluebird box with tieevn

box fitted with a Hawk Eye Nature Cam. The camera |

is a color video cam, with infrared night visiondaa
built in microphone. The 100 foot cable simplygsu
into any television or AV enabled computer for live
real time audio and video action. At Grove Pailk, t
simplest solution to enable the whole school tetak
advantage of the camera box was to run the cable in

the birds building their nest on the large TV.

The second camera box is at Yorktown Elementary
School in York County, located in a small garden
outside the science resource classroom. This is an
ideal location as every class in the school spands
period in this resource class every week. The nest-
cam is being integrated into a larger effort by the
school to improve wildlife habitat on the school
grounds. Once birds settle into the box — key &ven
will be captured on video tape for the rest of the
school to appreciate. As the math and science mag-
net school for the district, this camera adds aiSig
cant classroom resource.

By recording the action over a period of time the
schools could put together a DVD or video of the

& | bluebirds building nests, laying eggs, hatching ba-

bies and feeding young to be passed around to each
class. This would enable everyone to see the whole

| process rather than just what is going on at the ti

they are able watch the live feed on the TV.

Thanks to the partnership between the Virginia

| Bluebird Society and area schools, the love for our
| Eastern Bluebird is being carried to the next ganer
| tion of conservationists.

| Vickie Fuquay

Photos by Vickie Fuquay
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Bluebird Perils

My wife, Lynda, and I monitor 70+ Blue-
bird nest boxes each breeding season, some
of which are in our yard.

This year we placed a small video cam in
one of the boxes so we could watch what
went on inside the box. In late March we
watched a pair of Eastern Bluebirds build
their nest. It was good fun.

Within a
few days
after the
nest was
complete,
she began
to lay.

By April
7th she
had laid five eggs. We watched to see if she
would start sitting (brooding) within the
next couple of days, however this didn’t hap-
pen. She would sit on the eggs at night, but
during the day she would be on the eggs for
10 minutes then off for 30. This went on day
after day, even on mornings when the tem-
perature was down into the 40's. I didn't
think the eggs would hatch; but on the 14th
day four of the five eggs did hatch.

The next day the weather remained wet
and the temperature continued to fall. The
parents brought less and less food. The fe-
male would only sit on the young for a few
minutes at a time.

I noticed that the young ones had become
sluggish and only occasionally raised their
heads to beg for food. I saw that they would
not make it without some help. I got out my
long extension cord and work light with a 60
watt black light bulb in. (The black light
would not be bright at night so as not to dis-
turb the birds.)

Within an hour the heat from the bulb
warmed the box to 85°F. After that the nes-
tlings became more active. I went out and

fed each one some small mealworms to help
them make it through the night. The outside
temperature dropped to near 34° by morning;
the temperature inside the box was approxi-
mately 70. Meanwhile, as dusk fell, the mother
bird returned to the nest and sat on the young
all through the cold, wet night. The next morn-
ing the young looked healthy and were actively
begging. The i R > -
day began to
warm, and the
parent birds
got busy bring-
ing food to
them. After the
outside tem-
perature rose
high enough I removed the heat lamp.

Following this event, the little ones grew fat-
ter, and more vocal as the days went by. We
watched as the parents brought huge grubs and
other insects that looked impossibly large for the
young to swallow, but they did it with ease. Be-
tween the 12th and 13th day we watched as the
white eye-ring became evident on each one.
Their wing feathers became longer. They grew
tiny tail feathers only a fraction of the length
they would be when they became adults.

On May 10 they had grown so large they could-
n't sit in the nest, but perched on its edge. The
next morning around 7:30 we checked the moni-
tor, and they were gone. They must have gone
shortly after dawn. We saw the parents taking
insects to the lilac bush or some other shrub or
tree in the yard where a fledg-
ling was hidden. We wished
them safe flights, and hoped
that they might return to nest
in one of our nest boxes next
year.

Roger Mayhorn
Compton Mt

All Photos by Roger Mayhorn
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Sourcefor Large Meal Worms

Bassett's Cricket Ranch currently has a speciabdigt for NABS members. They have a plentiful $yob
mealworms to help you and your members out thrahgbe trying times. The company currently ships
throughout the United States & Canada via FedeXU8®S. Just mention that you are a NABS member to
receive their special pricing.

Bassett's Cricket Ranch
365 S. Mariposa
Visalia, CA 93292

(559) 747-2738

Correction:

Inadvertently, | left the Floyd County data outtloé statewide bluebird trail summary that accomgitine
spring_Birdbox My apologies to the County Coordinator ChristBaran and the trail leaders Jean Schaeffer
and Karen Hale. Here are their results as theylditmve appeared in the summary (and will appetir thie
summary on the web site this spring): 2 trailsp%ds; 5 bluebird nest attempts, 24 eggs; 23 hatcreti23
fledged. Also 2 tree swallow nest attempts; 9 e§dstched, and 5 fledged.

Charlie Chambers

NABS Conference in Southern California

The Southern California Bluebird Club invites youthe 3%' annual conference, October 5-7,
2012. Our theme is A'Better World for Bluebirdsis a Better World for All,” or, how saving

one native species safeguards a whole ecosystemke®note speaker will be Laura Erick-
son, science contributor for the Cornell Lab of @mwiogy. We have planned field trips and
workshops on cavity nesters, owls, woodpeckerstesesnd mountain Bluebirds, all with the
emphasis on conservation. You will be invited ehdftrips and will learn how our club
fledged over 7,500 bluebirds in the spring of 28h@ 7,777 in 2011. Check us out and get
complete conference and hotel registration inforomaat

www.socalbluebirds.ordAlso see us on Youtube attp://youtu.be/CS2 [MOQwqdO

New VDGIF Permit Fees!

VDGIF is now requiring people to obtain daily omaial permits in order to visit state wildlife
management areas - even to walk, photograph or nvagure. If you weren't aware and regu-
larly visit places like G. Richard Thompson WMA fitie wildflower spectacle in the spring
you need a $4.00 daily permit or an annual per28(00) to do so. Budgets are tight and get-
ting tighter - passive use permits are being useckrand more to help defray costs of statg
management programs that hunters and other spaortsaweng been supporting for
years....Check their website for more informatioip://www.dgif.virginia.gov/access-permit
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Calendar

Bluebird presentation for Westchester Garden Club:
September 25, Roanoke; contact Earl Morrismabrris@ntelos.net

State Fair:

September 28 — October 7, Doswell; VOLUNTEERSded — please call Beth Elkins at 540-775-2464 &
leave a message to sign up for shifts (10am — 3pBpm — 8pm)

NABS 35th Annual Conference:
October 4 — 6, Newport Beach Californiayw.nabluebirdsociety.org

Eastern ShoreBirding & Wildlife Festival:
October 7 — 9, Cape Charles

Photo by Doug Rogers

VBS Board Mesting:
November 3, 10:30am, Nellysford; members welcon&/R to Carmen at cjbish@aol.com

Dear Answer Lady, when you should not remove the sticks.

House wrens [HOWR] are migratory and do not fe-

| just read the latest newsletter from the New Yor _ y
turn from Mexico until about May 1.

State Bluebird Society and saw the following:
"It is illegal to disturb an active nest of anycex- The male arrives first and has to find a cavity and

cept house sparrows and starlings. We can remo mate. He goes around and fills cavities in all the
the twigs and spider web cocoons of the house w| ?0X€S in what he perceives as “His” territory aneit
but once it lays eggs, we have to leave it aldmat's | | INVites the female to choose.

the law." Once that choice is made and bhdds a nest

This would seem to say that it is OK to keep re| |@mong thesticks, THEN you can go back and re-
moving House Wren twigs as long as you do it be- move the twigs and sticks from the other boxest Bu

fore any eggs are laid. Is that what you thinkI? bé the HOWR is a native bird gnd you must allow it td
interested in your view. nest. However, a box of sticks is not a nest. Adwt

is a very small cup affair, made of fine rootlets.

As long as you have one resident nesting HOWR on
This has always been a difficult “call” for all us your trail you can continue to remove all sticksnfr
monitors. NYSBS is right. And that is what VB [all boxes from then on.

tells its members too. However, sometimes it tak|
bit of common sense to know when it is OK and

N\

S

Dear Member,

(0]

The Answer Lady

Pocohontas State Par k Nest Boxes Renewed

In 2011, Pocohontas State Park replaced its olgyj| of |ast year. So far we have solely bluebirds

boxes mounted with predator and Noel boxes. We are fortunate to have very dedicated

guards. Last year there were 61 birds fledged yg|ynteers monitoring two trails. Many of these

a five fold increase from the previous volunteers are members of the PSP chapter of the
year. This year we are off to an amazing StartVirginia Master Naturalist program.

with as many fledged by the middle of May as
Lee and Jane Hesler
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How to Join Supplierson the Web

Send your name, address, phone number and/or em#Hilyou aren’t up to building a nest box or bluebird
address along with a check for $10 for an individwa feeder, you can now download a list of suppliers
$15 for a family to: from the VBS website, currently under the Nest
Virginia Bluebird Society Boxes, Guards & Signs tab.

726 William Street

Fredericksburg, VA 22401

Membership forms are available on the VBS website:
www.virginiabluebirds.org

New Logo

A BIG thank you goes to Pam McMillie and Stephenlfdherger for giving VBS a beautiful new color logo
Pam proposed that we join the ranks of other &htebird societies with a color logo and suggestetiique
design featuring a Bluebird flying across the stdt¥irginia. Stephen, with his expertise as aeetgraphic
designer, produced the final look.

Carmen Bishop

Virginia Bluebird Society

Virginia Bluebird Society
726 William Street
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
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