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2008 Nest Box Results

T
he statewide data from the 2008 nesting season shows a significant increase in the number
of bluebirds fledged in spite of a slight decrease in the total number of boxes monitored.
Nest boxes. The graph below summarizes the main elements of the data from 1996 through

2008 (13 years of data!). The first thing to notice is that the number of boxes is nearly level from
the previous year (actually, down by about two percent). Vickie Fuquay of Pittsylvania County
defied the trend this year by increasing her “stable” of boxes by 200 from an total of 293 in 2007. 

Bluebirds. The second thing to notice is that the number of bluebirds fledged is up from
2007 by slightly over 1,000 birds, or about nine percent. And this is not a statistical fluke, but a
significant increase.

Tree Swallows. The third thing to see is that the number of Tree Swallows fledged is down
slightly. While probably not significant in a statistical sense, this result is consistent with past
VBS results, which show that Tree Swallow fledgings increase when bluebird fledgings decrease
and vice versa.

All in all, it was a good year for all of the species that use our nest boxes. VBS boxes fledged a
total of over 17,400 birds of all species, compared to 16,700 in 2007.

– Charlie Chambers, Data Manager


